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MOTU PROPRIO: FIDES PER DOCTRINAM

BENEDICTUS PP. XVI

 

APOSTOLIC LETTER

ISSUED MOTU PROPRIO

FIDES PER DOCTRINAM

 

WHEREBY THE APOSTOLIC CONSTITUTION PASTOR BONUS IS MODIFIED

AND COMPETENCE FOR CATECHESIS IS TRANSFERRED

FROM THE CONGREGATION FOR THE CLERGY

TO THE PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR PROMOTING THE NEW EVANGELIZATION

Faith needs to be strengthened through teaching ,  so that  i t  can enl ighten the minds and
hearts of  bel ievers.   The part icular moment of  h istory in which we are l iv ing,  marked as i t
is  by a dramat ic cr is is of  fa i th,  cal ls for  an abi l i ty  to meet the great expectat ions present in
the hearts of  bel ievers for  a response to the new quest ions being directed both at  the wor ld
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and at  the Church.  The understanding of  the fa i th constant ly demands that i ts contents
be expressed in a new language capable of  present ing,  to al l  who ask,  the reason for the
hope present in those who bel ieve (cf  1 Pet 3:15).

I t  is  a part icular responsibi l i ty  of  the whole Church to keep the message of  Chr ist  ever
fresh and ef fect ive,  a lso through clear teaching which must nour ish fa i th in the mystery of
the incarnat ion of  the Son of  God who for our sake became man, died and rose again for
our salvat ion.   She must do so t i re lessly by appropr iate ways and means, so that al l  those
who accept the Gospel  message and bel ieve, may be born to new l i fe through bapt ism.

In th is year which marks the f i f t ieth anniversary of  the beginning of  the Second Vat ican
Counci l ,  as the Church meditates upon the r ich teaching contained in those documents and
f inds new ways to implement i t ,  we can acknowledge the great catechet ical  progress that
has been made in these decades.  The per iod af ter  the Counci l ,  however,  was not wi thout
errors,  some qui te grave, of  method and content,  which led in turn to deeper ref lect ion and
the preparat ion of  a number of  post-conci l iar  documents which have enr iched the f ie ld of
catechesis.

In his Apostol ic Exhortat ion Evangel i i  Nunt iandi ,  the Venerable Servant of  God Paul  VI
stated that “a means of  evangel izat ion that must not be neglected is that  of  catechet ical
instruct ion.  The intel l igence, especial ly that  of  chi ldren and young people,  needs to learn
through systemat ic rel ig ious instruct ion the fundamental  teachings, the l iv ing content of
the t ruth which God has wished to convey to us and which the Church has sought to
express in an ever r icher fashion dur ing the course of  her long history” (No. 44: AAS 68
[1976],  34).

Blessed John Paul  I I ,  concluding the Synod of  Bishops devoted to catechesis,  a lso wrote
that “wi th in the whole process of  evangel izat ion,  the aim of  catechesis is to be the teaching
and maturat ion stage, that  is  to say,  the per iod in which the Chr ist ian,  having accepted by
fai th the person of  Jesus Christ  as the one Lord and having given him complete adherence
by sincere conversion of  heart ,  endeavours to know better th is Jesus to whom he has
entrusted himsel f ”  (Apostol ic Exhortat ion Catechesi  Tradendae ,  20:  AAS  71 [1979],1294).

To celebrate the twent ieth anniversary of  the conclusion of  the Second Vat ican Ecumenical
Counci l ,  my blessed Predecessor announced another Synod of  Bishops, dur ing which
the Synod Fathers expressed their  fervent desire that  a Catechism be prepared in
order to provide the universal  Church with a synthet ic summary of  doctr ine and moral i ty
in accordance with the Counci l ’s  indicat ions.   With the Apostol ic Const i tut ion Fidei
Deposi tum ,  issued on 11 October 1992, Blessed John Paul  I I  promulgated the Catechism
of the Cathol ic Church and I  mysel f ,  wi th a Motu Propr io dated 28 June 2005, approved
and promulgated the Compendium of the Catechism of the Cathol ic Church .

We cannot forget other s igni f icant moments in def in ing the nature,  method and ends of
catechesis in the process of  evangel izat ion.   In 1971 the Sacred Congregat ion for  the
Clergy issued the General  Catechet ical  Directory ,  as a f i rst  synthesis of  the progress
made in the var ious local  Churches in their  own work of  catechesis.   In 1997, fo l lowing
the publ icat ion of  the Catechism of the Cathol ic Church ,  the Congregat ion for  the Clergy
issued the General  Directory for  Catechesis ,  conf i rming the Church’s desire that  the f i rst
step in catechesis should normal ly be aimed at  conversion (cf .  No. 62).

The teaching of  the Counci l  and the subsequent magister ium, ref lect ing the Church’s
great t radi t ion in th is regard,  c losely l inked catechesis to the process of  evangel izat ion.
 Catechesis has a prominent place in the Church’s dai ly l i fe and her t i re less ef for ts to
proclaim the word of  God to al l  and to teach bel ievers in Chr ist  to bui ld up his body, the
Church (cf .  Catechism of the Cathol ic Church ,  4) .

With the Apostol ic Letter issued Motu Propr io Ubicumque et  Semper  of  21 September 2010,
I  establ ished the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Promot ing the New Evangel izat ion,  which pursues
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i ts own ends “both by encouraging ref lect ion on topics of  the new evangel izat ion,  and by
ident i fy ing and promot ing sui table ways and means to accompl ish i t ”  (Art .  1 § 2:  AAS 102
[2010],  791).   In a part icular way I  wished to grant the new Dicastery the task of  promot ing
“the use of  the Catechism of the Cathol ic Church as an essent ia l  and complete formulat ion
of the content of  the fa i th for  the people of  our t ime” (Art .  3,  5°:  AAS 102 [2010],  792).

Taking al l  these things into account,  I  consider i t  r ight  that  th is same Dicastery should
assume as one of  i ts  inst i tut ional  dut ies the task of  v ig i lance, to be exercised in the
name of the Supreme Pont i f f ,  over that  instrument of  evangel izat ion which is the Church’s
catechesis,  as wel l  as over the var ious aspects of  catechet ical  instruct ion,  for  the sake
of a more organic and ef fect ive pastoral  act iv i ty.   This new Pont i f ical  Counci l  can of fer
sui table help in th is regard to the part icular Churches and to diocesan bishops.

Therefore,  accept ing the jo int  proposal  of  the Heads of  the Dicaster ies involved, I  have
determined that the responsibi l i t ies for  catechesis,  which the Apostol ic Const i tut ion Pastor
Bonus of  28 June 1988 had entrusted to the Congregat ion for  the Clergy,  wi l l  be t ransferred
to the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Promot ing the New Evangel izat ion,  wi th the same jur isdict ion
which the former Congregat ion has hi therto exercised in th is area and which is cal led for
in canon law.

Consequent ly,  in l ight  of  the above observat ions and af ter  careful ly ponder ing the matter
and having sought the counsel  of  experts,  I  establ ish and decree the fol lowing:

Art .  1

Art ic le 94 of  the Apostol ic Const i tut ion Pastor Bonus is  abol ished and the competence for
catechesis hi therto enjoyed by the Congregat ion for  Clergy is ent i re ly t ransferred to the
Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Promot ing the New Evangel izat ion.

Art .  2

The Internat ional  Counci l  for  Catechesis establ ished by the Venerable Servant of  God Paul
VI wi th a Letter dated 7 June 1973, is l ikewise transferred to the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for
Promot ing the New Evangel izat ion.   The President of  the Pont i f ical  Counci l  wi l l  become
the president of  th is Counci l  and the Secretary of  the same Dicastery wi l l  be a member
ex of f ic io .

Art .  3

In v i r tue of  the competences granted i t  by th is Apostol ic Letter issued Motu Propr io,  the
Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  Promot ing the New Evangel izat ion:

§ 1.  Is concerned with promot ing the rel ig ious format ion of  the fa i thful  of  every age and
condi t ion;

§ 2.  Has the facul ty to issue norms meant to ensure that catechet ical  instruct ion is sui tably
imparted in accordance with the Church’s constant t radi t ion;
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§ 3.  Has the task of  ensur ing that catechet ical  format ion is proper ly carr ied out wi th regard
to i ts methods and aims, in accordance with the direct ives of  the Church’s magister ium;

§ 4.  Grants the necessary approval  of  the Apostol ic See for catechisms and other wr i t ings
pertaining to catechet ical  instruct ion,  wi th the consent of  the Congregat ion for  the Doctr ine
of the Fai th;

§ 5.  Assists the Off ices for  catechet ics wi th in Episcopal  Conferences, fo l lows their
in i t iat ives pertaining to rel ig ious format ion which are of  an internat ional  nature;
coordinates their  act iv i t ies and, in certain cases, provides necessary assistance.

What I  have establ ished with th is Apostol ic Letter issued Motu Propr io,  I  wish to be
observed ful ly,  now and in the future,  anything to the contrary notwithstanding, even i f
worthy of  special  ment ion,  and I  order i t  to be promulgated by publ icat ion in the dai ly
newspaper L’Osservatore Romano ,  taking ef fect  f i f teen days af ter  promulgat ion.

Given in Rome, at  Saint  Peter ’s,  on 16 January in the year of  our Lord 2013, the eighth
of my Pont i f icate .

Benedictus PP. XVI

 
ARTICLE FOR THE PROMULGATION OF THE MOTU PROPRIO "FIDES
PER DOCTRINAM"
by H.E. Msgr.  Rino Fis ichel la

Pope Benedict  XVI,  in his homily at  the inaugural  Mass of  the recent Synod of  Bishops,
af f i rmed that the New Evangel izat ion become part  of  the ordinary pastoral  act iv i ty of
the Church with the aim of  awakening in every bapt ized person the awareness of  being
a bearer of  the Gospel .  For th is to occur,  there needs to be a ser ious and systemat ic
Christ ian format ion which uni f ies fa i th and everyday l i fe.   I t  is  only in th is uni ty that  i t  is
possible to state the reasons for fa i th and i ts contents.   At  the conclusion of  the Synod,
with character ist ic foresight,  Benedict  XVI announced the transfer of  competency over
Catechesis f rom the Congregat ion for  Clergy to the Pont i f ical  Counci l  for  the Promot ion
of the New Evangel izat ion.   The Motu Propr io “Fides per doctr inam”,  publ ished today,
clar i f ies the th inking behind this move.  What is c lear is that  th is t ransfer is no mere
formal i ty,  but  must be understood in the context  of  the concrete pastoral  act ion which Pope
Benedict  is  set t ing out for  the Church in the years and decades to come.  Creat ing a more
organic relat ionship between Catechesis and the New Evangel izat ion serves above al l  to
consol idate the innovat ive path of  the di f ferent stages of  the evangel iz ing mission of  the
Church set out by the Second Vat ican Counci l .   At  the same t ime, i t  of fers the project  of
the New Evangel izat ion a highly qual i f ied instrument wi th which to pursue i ts direct ion.
  Along with the profession of  fa i th,  the l i turgy,  and personal  wi tness to Chr ist ,  Catechesis
emerges as a necessary factor in sustaining fai th and ensur ing i t  has suff ic ient  cul tural
depth.   Bel ieving is not the same as adher ing to fables or to the myths of  the past.   I t
means giv ing personal  assent to the t ruth of  revelat ion which is actuated and brought to
ful f i l lment in Jesus Christ ,  the Son of  God. For th is reason, knowledge of  the content of
fa i th is fundamental  and necessary,  and i ts rediscovery urgent for  the process of  the New
Evangel izat ion.

Over the years,  the teaching of  Vat ican I I  has given a t ru ly innovat ive impetus to
Catechesis.  The work undertaken to renew catechet ical  texts is an object ive fact  and the
need to elaborate pastoral  programs for the format ion of  catechists remains a pr ior i ty,
notwithstanding i ts many di f f icul t ies.   The responsibi l i ty  of  the t ransmission the fai th
obl iges us to ensure that Catechesis is a pr iv i leged dimension of  Chr ist ian format ion,  i f  we
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are to avoid forms of  d iscont inui ty which would lead to a cr is is of  fa i th.   The publ icat ion
of Catechism of the Cathol ic Church ,  whose twent ieth anniversary we now celebrate,  is
the c learest  s ign of  th is awareness which emerges increasingly in the l i fe of  the Chr ist ian
community.   Catechesis is not extraneous to pastoral  act iv i ty or a marginal  aspect of  i t .
  On the contrary,  the need for the ongoing format ion of  bel ievers requires that  we progress
beyond a Catechesis which is l imi ted to the recept ion of  the sacraments of  Chr ist ian
ini t iat ion.   Being educated in the fa i th,  in fact ,  is  a r ight  which al l  bel ievers must rediscover
in order to construct  their  own ident i ty and come to an increasingly deeper knowledge of
the mystery in which they bel ieve.  The New Evangel izat ion faces many scenar ios hi therto
unknown.  I t  must speak to a l is tener who is increasingly immersed in a scient i f ic  and
technological  cul ture.   Given this fact ,  the format ion of  Chr ist ians must be adequate.   One
of the avenues which the New Evangel izat ion must pursue relent lessly is therefore the
need to help the fa i thful  understand that Catechesis is necessary for  a coherent l i fe of
fa i th.   The rel ig ious i l l i teracy which is among the causes of  the cr is is of  fa i th af fect ing
many Christ ians can easi ly be overcome.  For th is to happen, however,  i t  is  necessary
that the pastoral  act ion of  the Church invests in Catechesis and Christ ian educat ion.
  “The i l luminat ion of  the minds and hearts of  bel ievers,”  as Fides per doctr inam states,  is
essent ia l  for  render ing Chr ist ians fa i thful  and courageous witnesses to the Risen Lord.

H.E. Msgr.  Rino Fisichella

(President of  the Pont i f ical  Counci l

for  Promot ing the New Evangel izat ion)


