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DAY OF CONFRATERNITIES AND OF POPULAR PIETY
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I t  is  brave of  you to come here in th is rain … May the Lord bless you abundant ly!

As part  of  the journey of  the Year of  Fai th ,  I  am happy to celebrate th is Euchar ist  dedicated
in a special  way to confraterni t ies:  a t radi t ional  real i ty in the Church, which in recent t imes
has exper ienced renewal and rediscovery.  I  greet al l  of  you with af fect ion,  part icular ly the
confraterni t ies which have come here f rom al l  over the wor ld!  Thank you for your presence
and your wi tness!

1.  In the Gospel  we heard a passage from the farewel l  d iscourses of  Jesus, as related by
the evangel ist  John in the context  of  the Last Supper.  Jesus entrusts his last  thoughts,  as
a spir i tual  testament,  to the apost les before he leaves them. Today’s text  makes i t  c lear
that Chr ist ian fa i th is completely centred on the relat ionship between the Father,  the Son
and the Holy Spir i t .  Whoever loves the Lord Jesus welcomes him and his Father inter ior ly,
and thanks to the Holy Spir i t  receives the Gospel  in his or her heart  and l i fe.  Here we
are shown the centre f rom which everything must go forth and to which everything must
lead: loving God and being Christ ’s disciples by l iv ing the Gospel .  When Benedict  XVI
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spoke to you, he used this expression: evangel ical  spir i t .  Dear confraterni t ies,  the popular
piety of  which you are an important s ign is a t reasure possessed by the Church, which the
bishops of  Lat in America def ined, s igni f icant ly,  as a spir i tual i ty,  a form of myst ic ism, which
is “a place of  encounter wi th Jesus Christ” .  Draw always from Christ ,  the inexhaust ib le
wel lspr ing;  strengthen your fa i th by at tending to your spir i tual  format ion,  to personal  and
communitar ian prayer,  and to the l i turgy.  Down the centur ies confraterni t ies have been
crucibles of  hol iness for count less people who have l ived in ut ter  s impl ic i ty an intense
relat ionship wi th the Lord.  Advance with determinat ion along the path of  hol iness;  do not
rest  content wi th a mediocre Chr ist ian l i fe,  but  let  your af f i l iat ion serve as a st imulus,
above al l  for  you yourselves,  to an ever greater love of  Jesus Christ .

2.  The passage of  the Acts of  the Apost les which we heard also speaks to us about what is
essent ia l .  In the ear ly Church there was immediately a need to discern what was essent ia l
about being a Chr ist ian,  about fo l lowing Christ ,  and what was not.  The apost les and the
other elders held an important meet ing in Jerusalem, a f i rst  “counci l ” ,  on th is theme, to
discuss the problems which arose af ter  the Gospel  had been preached to the pagans,
to non-Jews. I t  was a provident ia l  opportuni ty for  better understanding what is essent ia l ,
namely,  bel ief  in Jesus Christ  who died and rose for our s ins,  and loving him as he loved
us. But note how the di f f icul t ies were overcome: not f rom without,  but  f rom within the
Church. And this br ings up a second element which I  want to remind you of ,  as Benedict  XVI
did,  namely:  ecclesial  spir i t .  Popular piety is a road which leads to what is essent ia l ,  i f  i t
is  l ived in the Church in profound communion with your pastors.  Dear brothers and sisters,
the Church loves you! Be an act ive presence in the community,  as l iv ing cel ls,  as l iv ing
stones. The Lat in American Bishops wrote that  the popular piety which you ref lect  is  “a
legi t imate way of  l iv ing the fai th,  a way of  feel ing that we are part  of  the Church” (Aparecida
Document ,  264).  This is wonderful !  A legi t imate way of  l iv ing the fai th,  a way of  feel ing
that we are part  of  the Church. Love the Church! Let yourselves be guided by her!  In your
par ishes, in your dioceses, be a t rue “ lung” of  fa i th and Christ ian l i fe,  a breath of  f resh
air !  In th is Square I  see a great var iety:  ear l ier  on i t  was a var iety of  umbrel las,  and now
of colours and signs. This is also the case with the Church: a great weal th and var iety of
expressions in which everything leads back to uni ty;  the var iety leads back to uni ty,  and
uni ty is the encounter wi th Chr ist .

3.  I  would l ike to add a th i rd expression which must dist inguish you: missionary spir i t .  You
have a speci f ic  and important mission, that  of  keeping al ive the relat ionship between the
fai th and the cul tures of  the peoples to whom you belong. You do this through popular
piety.  When, for  example,  you carry the cruci f ix  in procession with such great venerat ion
and love for the Lord,  you are not performing a s imple outward act ;  you are point ing to the
central i ty of  the Lord’s paschal  mystery,  h is passion, death and resurrect ion which have
redeemed us,  and you are reminding yourselves f i rst ,  as wel l  as the community,  that  we
have to fo l low Christ  a long the concrete path of  our dai ly l ives so that he can transform
us. Likewise, when you express profound devot ion for  the Virgin Mary,  you are point ing
to the highest real izat ion of  the Chr ist ian l i fe,  the one who by her fa i th and obedience to
God’s wi l l ,  and by her meditat ion on the words and deeds of  Jesus, is the Lord’s perfect
disciple (cf .  Lumen Gent ium ,  53).  You express th is fa i th,  born of  hear ing the word of  God,
in ways that engage the senses, the emot ions and the symbols of  the di f ferent cul tures …
In doing so you help to t ransmit  i t  to others,  and especial ly the s imple persons whom, in
the Gospels,  Jesus cal ls “ the l i t t le ones”.  In ef fect ,  “ journeying together towards shr ines,
and part ic ipat ing in other demonstrat ions of  popular piety,  br inging along your chi ldren
and engaging other people,  is  i tsel f  a work of  evangel izat ion” (Aparecida Document ,  264).
When you vis i t  shr ines,  when you br ing your fami ly,  your chi ldren, you are engaged in a
real  work of  evangel izat ion.  This needs to cont inue. May you also be true evangel izers!
May your in i t iat ives be “br idges”,  means of  br inging others to Chr ist ,  so as to journey
together wi th him. And in th is spir i t  may you always be at tent ive to char i ty.  Each indiv idual
Chr ist ian and every community is missionary to the extent that  they br ing to others and l ive
the Gospel ,  and test i fy to God’s love for al l ,  especial ly those exper iencing di f f icul t ies.  Be
missionar ies of  God’s love and tenderness! Be missionar ies of  God’s mercy,  which always
forgives us,  a lways awaits us and loves us dear ly.
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Evangel ical  spir i t ,  ecclesial  spir i t ,  missionary spir i t .  Three themes! Do not forget them!
Evangel ical  spir i t ,  ecclesial  spir i t ,  missionary spir i t .  Let  us ask the Lord always to direct
our minds and hearts to him, as l iv ing stones of  the Church, so that al l  that  we do, our
whole Chr ist ian l i fe,  may be a luminous witness to his mercy and love. In th is way we wi l l
make our way towards the goal  of  our earthly pi lgr image, towards that extremely beaut i fu l
shr ine,  the heavenly Jerusalem. There,  there is no longer any temple:  God himsel f  and the
lamb are i ts temple;  and the l ight  of  the sun and the moon give way to the glory of  the
Most High. Amen.


