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SATURDAY, JUNE 15

9:00 am Catechesis on Evangelium Vitae

From 2:00 pm  Pi lgrimage to the Tomb of the Apostle Peter

From 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm Eucharistic Adoration and the Sacrament of Penance

8:30 pm Candlel ight Procession and Prayer Vigil

SUNDAY, JUNE 16

10:30 am Holy Mass celebrated by the Holy Father

 

SATURDAY, JUNE 15

Catechesis on Evangel ium Vitae
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Candlelight Procession and Prayer Vigil
 

Holy Mass celebrated by the Holy Father
 
HOMILY OF POPE FRANCIS

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This celebrat ion has a very beaut i fu l  name: the Gospel  of  L i fe.  In th is Euchar ist ,  in the
Year of  Fai th ,  let  us thank the Lord for  the gi f t  of  l i fe in al l  i ts  forms, and at  the same t ime
let  us proclaim the Gospel  of  L i fe.

On the basis of  the word of  God which we have heard,  I  would l ike to of fer  you three simple
points of  meditat ion for  our fa i th:  f i rst ,  the Bible reveals to us the Liv ing God, the God
who is l i fe and the source of  l i fe;  second, Jesus Christ  bestows l i fe and the Holy Spir i t
maintains us in l i fe;  and third,  fo l lowing God’s way leads to l i fe,  whereas fol lowing idols
leads to death.

1.  The f i rst  reading, taken from the Second Book of  Samuel,  speaks to us of  l i fe and death.
King David wants to hide the act  of  adul tery which he commit ted with the wi fe of  Ur iah the
Hit t i te,  a soldier in his army. To do so, he gives the order that  Ur iah be placed on the front
l ines and so be ki l led in batt le.  The Bible shows us the human drama in al l  i ts  real i ty:  good
and evi l ,  passion, s in and i ts consequences. Whenever we want to assert  ourselves,  when
we become wrapped up in our own sel f ishness and put ourselves in the place of  God, we
end up spawning death.  King David’s adul tery is one example of  th is.  Sel f ishness leads to
l ies,  as we at tempt to deceive ourselves and those around us.  But God cannot be deceived.
We heard how the prophet says to David:  “Why have you done evi l  in the Lord’s s ight? (cf .
2 Sam 12:9).  The King is forced to face his deeds of  death;  what he has done is t ru ly a
deed of  death,  not  l i fe!  He recognizes what he has done and he begs forgiveness: “ I  have
sinned against  the Lord!”  (v.  13).  The God of  mercy,  who desires l i fe and always forgives
us, now forgives David and restores him to l i fe.  The prophet te l ls  h im: “The Lord has put
away your s in;  you shal l  not  d ie”.

What is the image we have of  God? Perhaps he appears to us as a severe judge, as
someone who curtai ls our f reedom and the way we l ive our l ives.  But the Scr iptures
everywhere tel l  us that  God is the Liv ing One, the one who bestows l i fe and points the way
to fu l lness of  l i fe.  I  th ink of  the beginning of  the Book of  Genesis :  God fashions man out
of  the dust of  the earth;  he breathes in his nostr i ls  the breath of  l i fe,  and man becomes a
l iv ing being (cf .  2:7).  God is the source of  l i fe ;  thanks to his breath,  man has l i fe.  God’s
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breath sustains the ent i re journey of  our l i fe on earth.  I  a lso th ink of  the cal l ing of  Moses,
where the Lord says that he is the God of  Abraham, the God of  Isaac and the God of  Jacob,
the God of  the l iv ing.  When he sends Moses to Pharaoh to set  h is people f ree, he reveals
his name: “ I  am who I  am”,  the God who enters into our history,  sets us f ree f rom slavery
and death,  and br ings l i fe to his people because he is the Liv ing One. I  a lso th ink of  the gi f t
of  the Ten Commandments:  a path God points out to us towards a l i fe which is t ru ly f ree
and ful f i l l ing.  The commandments are not a l i tany of  prohibi t ions – you must not do this,
you must not do that,  you must not do the other;  on the contrary,  they are a great “Yes!” :
a yes to God, to Love, to l i fe.  Dear f r iends, our l ives are fu l f i l led in God alone, because
only he is the Liv ing One!

2.  Today’s Gospel  br ings us another step forward. Jesus al lows a woman who was a s inner
to approach him dur ing a meal in the house of  a Phar isee, scandal iz ing those present.
Not only does he let  the woman approach but he even forgives her s ins,  saying: “Her
sins,  which are many, are forgiven, for  she loved much; but he who is forgiven l i t t le,  loves
l i t t le”  (Lk 7:47).  Jesus is the incarnat ion of  the Liv ing God, the one who br ings l i fe amid
so many deeds of  death,  amid s in,  sel f ishness and sel f -absorpt ion.  Jesus accepts,  loves,
upl i f ts,  encourages, forgives,  restores the abi l i ty  to walk,  g ives back l i fe.  Throughout the
Gospels we see how Jesus by his words and act ions br ings the t ransforming l i fe of  God.
This was the exper ience of  the woman who anointed the feet of  the Lord wi th ointment:  she
fel t  understood, loved, and she responded by a gesture of  love: she let  hersel f  be touched
by God’s mercy,  she obtained forgiveness and she started a new l i fe.  God, the Liv ing
One, is merci fu l .  Do you agree? Let ’s say i t  together:  God, the Liv ing One, is merci fu l !  Al l
together now: God, the Liv ing One, is merci fu l .  Once again:  God, the Liv ing One is merci fu l !

This was also the exper ience of  the Apost le Paul ,  as we heard in the second reading: “The
l i fe I  now l ive in the f lesh I  l ive by fa i th in the Son of  God who loved me and gave himsel f
for  me” (Gal 2:20).  What is th is l i fe? I t  is  God’s own l i fe.  And who br ings us th is l i fe? I t  is
the Holy Spir i t ,  the gi f t  of  the r isen Christ .  The Spir i t  leads us into the div ine l i fe as t rue
chi ldren of  God, as sons and daughters in the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ .  Are we
open to the Holy Spir i t? Do we let  ourselves be guided by him? Christ ians are “spir i tual” .
This does not mean that we are people who l ive “ in the c louds”,  far  removed from real  l i fe,
as i f  i t  were some kind of  mirage. No! The Christ ian is someone who thinks and acts in
everyday l i fe according to God’s wi l l ,  someone who al lows his or her l i fe to be guided and
nour ished by the Holy Spir i t ,  to be a fu l l  l i fe,  a l i fe worthy of  t rue sons and daughters.  And
this entai ls real ism and frui t fu lness. Those who let  themselves be led by the Holy Spir i t
are real ists,  they know how to survey and assess real i ty.  They are also f ru i t fu l ;  their  l ives
br ing new l i fe to bir th al l  around them.

3. God is the Liv ing One, the Merci fu l  One; Jesus br ings us the l i fe of  God; the Holy Spir i t
g ives and keeps us in our new l i fe as t rue sons and daughters of  God. But al l  too of ten,
as we know from exper ience, people do not choose l i fe,  they do not accept the “Gospel
of  L i fe”  but let  themselves be led by ideologies and ways of  th inking that block l i fe,  that
do not respect l i fe,  because they are dictated by sel f ishness, sel f - interest ,  prof i t ,  power
and pleasure,  and not by love, by concern for  the good of  others.  I t  is  the eternal  dream
of want ing to bui ld the c i ty of  man without God, wi thout God’s l i fe and love – a new Tower
of Babel .  I t  is  the idea that reject ing God, the message of  Chr ist ,  the Gospel  of  L i fe,  wi l l
somehow lead to f reedom, to complete human ful f i lment.  As a resul t ,  the Liv ing God is
replaced by f leet ing human idols which of fer  the intoxicat ion of  a f lash of  f reedom, but
in the end br ing new forms of  s lavery and death.  The wisdom of the Psalmist  says:  “The
precepts of  the Lord are r ight ,  re jo ic ing the heart ;  the commandment of  the Lord is pure,
enl ightening the eyes” (Ps 19:8).  Let  us always remember:  the Lord is the Liv ing One, he
is merci fu l .  The Lord is the Liv ing One, he is merci fu l .

Dear brothers and sisters,  let  us look to God as the God of  L i fe,  let  us look to his law, to
the Gospel  message, as the way to f reedom and l i fe.  The Liv ing God sets us f ree! Let us
say “Yes” to love and not sel f ishness. Let us say “Yes” to l i fe and not death.  Let  us say
“Yes” to f reedom and not enslavement to the many idols of  our t ime. In a word,  let  us say
“Yes” to the God who is love, l i fe and freedom, and who never disappoints (cf .  1 Jn 4:8;
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Jn 11:2;  Jn 8:32);  let  us say “Yes” to the God who is the Liv ing One and the Merci fu l  One.
Only fa i th in the Liv ing God saves us:  in the God who in Jesus Christ  has given us his own
l i fe by the gi f t  of  the Holy Spir i t  and has made i t  possible to l ive as t rue sons and daughters
of God through his mercy.  This fa i th br ings us f reedom and happiness. Let us ask Mary,
Mother of  L i fe,  to help us receive and bear constant wi tness to the “Gospel  of  L i fe” .  Amen.


